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Snows Women’s Auxiliary– Formed November of 2012 

We are a service and social organization existing 
so that the women of Our Lady of Snows Catholic 
Church can be involved with assisting others 
while enjoying social activities. 

SWA December 2021 President’s Note  
Dearest Ladies, 

I wish you a Happy Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  As we 
enter this Advent and holiday season with its cooking, guests, travel and joyous 
celebrations, I recall a prayer to slow down. I found this prayer on the back of 
brochure of St. Mary’s Cathedral in Killarney, Ireland.  (I just returned from a 
Scotland/Ireland trip I took with 30 other Snows’ members, and we attended Mass 
there.)  I have the prayer on my refrigerator, so it is at hand when I most need it.  
May you enjoy the holiday season with family and friends and here is my gift to 
you – if you ever need it. 

Slow Me Down, Lord 

Slow me down, Lord, Slow me down! 
Ease the pounding of my heart 
By the quieting of my mind. 

Give me amid the confusion of my day, 
The calmness of the everlasting hills. 

Break the tensions of my nerves and muscles 
With soothing music of the singing stream 

That live in my memory. 
Help me to know the magical restoring power of sleep. 

Teach me the art of taking a minute vacation 
Of slowing down to look at a flower, 
To chat with a friend, to pat a dog, 

To read a few lines from a good book. 

Remind me each day of the fable 
Of the Hare and the Tortoise, 

That I may know that the race is not always to the swift – 
There is more to life than increasing speed. 

Let me look upward into the branches of the flowing oak 
And know that it is great and strong because it grew slowly and well. 

Slow me down, Lord, and inspire me 
To send my roots deep into the soil of life’s enduring values 

That I may grow toward the stars of my great destiny. 
Amen 

 
 

Blessings, 

Ann McCarthy 

Snows Women's Auxiliary 
Mission Statement: 

Promote sociability among 
members and fellowship 
among the church’s 
congregation. 

Promote charitable service to 
the church with activities each 
year, such as but not limited to, 
money for Christmas cheer, 
scholarships, help to needy 
families, donation of clothing, 
food for the poor and needy, 
and any other such activity 
approved by the members. 

Assist in promoting and 
supporting the members of 
Snows Women’s Auxiliary and 
the Knights of Columbus, 
Council Number 4997. 

Officers Effective July 1, 2021 

President:          Ann McCarthy 

Vice Pres:           Mary Francis 

Rec. Sec:             Gayle Carlson 

Treasurer:          Susann Boley 

Corres. Sec:       Sandy Retter 

Sgt at Arms:       Betty Mullins 

Newsletter        Cindy McLaughlin  
    Editors:           Barbara Reyes  

 



 
Calendar of Upcoming Events 

On-going – The SWA Knit and Crochet group meets 
every other Tuesday in the Parish Center from 
10:00 am -1:00 pm. Next meetings are Tuesday, 
Nov. 23, Dec. 7 and Dec. 21. If interested, contact 
Pat at 786-5066. 

Nov 22-23 – Fall Bake Sale order pick-up at the 
Parish Center: 

 Monday, Nov 22:  12 Noon – 4 pm 

 Tuesday, Nov. 23:    9 am - Noon 

Tuesday, Dec. 7: SWA Christmas Party in lieu of our 
December meeting.  Refer to the adjacent 
announcement for more information. 

2022 

Tuesday, Jan. 4 – SWA Meeting starts at 6:30 in 
the Parish Center. Come at 6:00 to pray the Rosary. 

See the back page of the newsletter 
for the full SWA Calendar. 

Advent is Approaching 

The season of Advent is a period of preparation that takes place 
over the four Sundays before Christmas. This year it begins on 
Sunday, Nov. 28 and ends on Friday, Dec. 24. The word Advent 
comes from the Latin Advenio, which means "to come to," and 
refers to 3 things: our celebration of Christ's birth at Christmas; 
the coming of Christ in our lives through grace and Holy 
Communion; and Christ’s second coming at the end of time. 

First we fast, then we feast!  Advent has been called the “little 
Lent” because it traditionally includes increased prayer, fasting 
and good works. The best known symbol of Advent is the Advent 
wreath, which represents the four Sundays of Advent. It consists 
of four candles (3 purple and 1 pink) plus an optional 5th white 
candle in the center of the wreath. The purple candles represent 
the somber penitential nature of Advent, the pink symbolizes 
Gaudete Sunday when we reflect on our joy that Jesus came into 
the world, and the white represents the light and purity of 
Christmas. The wreath itself is typically a garland of evergreen 
branches that symbolizes eternity and undying love. 

 

You are Invited to the SWA Christmas Party 

Tuesday, December 7 – 6 PM 
Romano’s Macaroni Grill – 5505 S. Virginia Ave., Reno 

The 3-course dinner includes a dinner salad and  
your choice of the following entrees: 

Fettuccine Alfredo with Chicken   $34 
Chicken Parmesan                           $38 
Shrimp Portofino                             $44 
Grilled Salmon                                 $44 

Choose Decadent Chocolate Cake or NY Cheesecake for dessert. 
Soda, tea or lemonade are included with your dinner. 

Wine and other adult beverages are available for purchase. 
Price includes food, gratuity, and tax. 

➢ Members only - unfortunately no room for family or friends. 
➢ Make your check out to SWA 

➢ Mail or drop off your check to the Parish Office and 

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR ENTRÉE AND DESSERT CHOICE. 

 

 
 

https://www.learnreligions.com/when-does-advent-start-541630
https://www.learnreligions.com/why-is-christmas-on-december-25-700439


 

The Fall Fashion Show Was Fabulous Fun! 

Our 3rd SWA Fashion Show was held on Saturday, October 30 in the Parish Center Chapel. Our lunch was delectable, thanks to 
the cooking and organizing talents of Sandra Gerhardt-Carroll, and the outfits from Chico’s at The Summit were flattering, 
fashionable and fun.  The raffle baskets were lovely and generated lots of excitement from the attendees.  To top it all off, 
Chairwoman Denise Topoian reports that after expenses, our profit was $2,370.  This will be added to our account to fund our 
future charitable giving in the upcoming year.  

A hearty round of applause to Chairwoman Denise Topoian and her hardworking Committee for their committed efforts in 
making this event a fantastic success!  More applause for our glamorous models who whirled and twirled on the stage and 
down the runway in their enchanting outfits. Grateful thanks to Sandra Gerhardt-Carroll and her kitchen team who prepared 
and served an outstanding luncheon and to Lorie Johnson who designed and made all of the outstanding table centerpieces.   
Take a well-deserved bow, ladies! 

 

Fall Fashion Show Committee Fall Fashion Show Models 
Betty Mullins Lorie Johnson Angeles Wanco Lynne Murray 

Brucie Ingram Madeleine Zunino Carol Burr Maddie Wanco 
Carol Burr Mary Francis Cassie Jiot Madeleine Zunino 

Cindy McLaughlin Melissa Meetze Denise Topoian Susann Boley 
Denise Topoian Sandra Gerhardt-Carroll Joe-Anne Jones Virginia Loza-Lee 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
From L:  Denise Topoian; Chico’s representative; Angeles Wanco 

 

 
Top left from L:  Maddie Wanco; Lynne Murray     Lower left from L:  Madeleine Zunino; Joe-Anne Jones 

 



 

 

 
Top left from L:  Susann Boley; Cassie Jiot       Lower left from L: Susann Boley; Carol Burr; Virginia Loza-Lee 

 

 
Top left from L:  Joe-Anne Jones; Susann Boley                                                                Top right:  Carol Burr; Angeles Wanco  
Lower left from L:  Denise Topoian; Cassie Jiot 

 



 

 

 
Left from L:  Virginia Loza-Lee; Maddie Wanco        Center:  Madeleine Zunino                      Lower right:  Lynne Murray 

 

 

From L:  Denise Topoian; Madeleine Zunino; Susann Boley; Cassie Jiot; Maddie Wanco; Joe-Anne Jones; Virginia Loza-Lee; 
Carol Burr; Lynne Murray 

 



 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SWA MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT IS UNDERWAY 

We are looking for more Women from the Parish to join our group. If you are reading this newsletter and are not 
a member of the Snows Women’s Auxiliary, please consider joining us!  If you are a member, please consider 
bringing another Woman Parishioner to our next meeting with hope they will join our group. 

This ministry of Our Lady of the Snows church began in November, 2012 and grew out of a small group of ladies 
who were wives of Knights of Columbus members. The SWA has since grown to approximately 100 ladies who 
gather to socialize, share their faith and participate in lots of fun activities while raising funds to support our 
church, school and various local charitable organizations. 

 

See the back page for more information on how to join us!  
This information will also be provided in the Welcome basket provided to new parishioners. 

NOVEMBER LADY OF THE MONTH 

We thank Denise for her tireless and speedy work in 
organizing our SWA Fashion Show, as well gracing the 
runway as one of the glamorous models. She is always 

cheerful, courteous, and completely charming! 

 

Divine Mercy Chaplet  

 

Join the Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4261228335?pwd=c

Gd4RUVUOUVPT2NiTldDa2o2YkZNZz09 

Meeting ID: 426 122 8335 
Passcode: snows 



An Autumn Amble Along the Truckee River 

On Wednesday, November 3, a group of 8 peppy SWA ladies met at Idlewild Park to walk along the Truckee River path.  They 
enjoyed the fall colors, fresh autumn air and good fellowship.  Sincere thanks to Barrie McKay for organizing the walk and we 
look forward to more of them in 2022. 

 
From L:  Christine Shanley; Gayle Carlson; Deb Van Keuren; Ellie Lawson-Gilgovan; Barbara Clark; Terry Norman; Barrie McKay; Ann O’Neill 

 

A Visit to Eddy House 

On Tuesday, Nov. 16, a group of 10 SWA ladies toured the Eddy House, a local non-profit organization that serves homeless 
youth ages 18-24 in our area. Eddy House has 32 staff members providing 24/7 assistance to clients. They provide temporary 
overnight housing for 40-50 drop-in clients per day. They also offer a long-term live-in program for up to 29 young people that 
includes housing, meals, clothing, counselling, job and educational opportunities, health and dental care, substance use 
recovery, computer access, financial literacy and general life skills. According to our guide Maddy Browne, many of the young 
people they assist have aged out of the foster care system and have no home or reliable adults in their lives. Statistics on 
homeless youth indicate that if an intervention is made before the age 25, 85% of the young people rescued from the street 
are never homeless again. We were unable to tour their sister agency, Casa da Vida, and will reschedule a visit there in 2022. 
 
The Eddy House was founded by local social worker Lynette Eddy in 2011 as a daytime drop-in center for homeless youth. Five 
years later, thanks to an initiative put forth by the Community Foundation of Western Nevada, the Eddy House morphed into a 
24/7 drop-in resource center for Northern Nevada’s homeless youth. With additional financial support, in January of 2020, 
Eddy House moved into a renovated 16,335 square foot building at 888 Willow St. and expanded its services immensely. The 
new facility includes a large kitchen, clothing closet, cots for drop-in clients, bedrooms for long-term clients, large living spaces 



with books, games and a pool table, a gym, yoga room and laundry facilities. They are now able to offer complete “wrap 
around” services to the homeless youth who arrive at their door. 
 
The SWA has donated a total of $1,500 to the Eddy House, including $500 in fiscal year 2018, $500 in fiscal year 2020 and $500 
in the current fiscal year. The Eddy House is blessed to have many local donors who provide financial support as well as 
individual donors spread across 35 states who often order items on the Eddy House Wish List on Amazon and ship them 
directly to the Eddy House. You can do so too!  See their website for instructions at www.eddyhouse.org/donate.  

Clients and staff are always grateful for help with meals, the best approach being to order breakfast or dinner for 40 clients 
from local restaurants including the Lakeside Bar & Grill, Two Chicks, Noble Pie Parlor (pizza), Olive Garden, Pizza Plus, and 
Peg’s Glorified Ham n Eggs. Eddy House staff will happily pick up the meals in their van!  See this page on the Eddy House 
website for more information including a calendar of when meals are needed:  https://eddyhouse.org/how-to-help/  

 
SWA ladies - Back row from L:  Melissa Meetze; Barbara Reyes; client; Karen Monaco; Lorie Johnson; Lottie Wilson; Barbara Babcock 

                                Front row from L:  Deb Van Keuren (with pink bag), Barrie McKay; Sandy McClure; Terry Norman 

 
Top left photo from L: Terry Norman; Barrie McKay; Barbara Babcock; Karen Monaco; Lottie Wilson 

Top right photo from L:  Eddy House Donor Relations Coordinator Maddy Browne; Sandy McClure; Terry Norman; Barrie McKay 

http://www.eddyhouse.org/donate
https://eddyhouse.org/how-to-help/


Add Excitement to Your Life - Join a SWA Committee!   
Current Chairwomen listed in Bold above member names

 
 

 
 

 



OUR LADY OF THE SNOWS CHURCH 
SNOWS WOMEN’S AUXILIARY CALENDAR – Updated 11/20/21 

SWA MEETINGS –  1st Tuesday of the month 
PLACE: Parish Center      TIMES:  Rosary – 6:00 pm              Meeting – 6:30 pm 

 

 
 
 

MONTH 
OFFICER 

MEETING 
8:30 am 

GENERAL 
MEETING 
6:30 pm 

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED 
PARISH & SWA 

ACTIVITY REMINDERS 

Nov. 10.23.21 11.2.21 No speaker – to be rescheduled in 2022 

Sun., 11.21 - Bingo with Knights of Col. 
Mon., 11.22 - Holiday Bake Sale pick-up 
Tues., 11.23 - Holiday Bake Sale pick-up 

Dec.  12.7.21 
Holiday party in lieu of meeting 

Romano’s Macaroni Grill 

 

Fri., 12.10 - Parish Christmas Party @  
                    the Peppermill Resort Casino 
 

 

Jan. 12.18.21 1.04.22 

Videos:  

 How to Use an AED Machine and Save Lives 

 How to do Hands-Only CPR 
 

 

Feb. 1.22.22 2.01.22 
Presentation: Q&A with Fr. Chris 

 Establish Officer Nominating Committee Sat., Feb. 19 - Chili Cook-off 

Mar. 2.19.22 3.01.22 
Presentation:  TBD 

 Committee to present new Officer nominations 
Wed., Mar. 2 - Ash Wednesday 
Sat., Mar. 19 - St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 

April 3.19.22 4.05.22 
Presentation: TBD 

 Vote on new 2022-23 Officers 
Sun., April 17 - Easter 
Easter Bake Sale? 

May 4.23.22 5.03.22 
Presentation: Making a Difference  

Student Award winners 
 

Mon., May 16 - SWA & KofC Charity  
          Golf Tournament 

June 5.22.22 6.07.22 
 Thank You to retiring Officers 

Reminder – SWA Dues are due 7.1 

 

 

       

 

 

  



 

 


